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Setting: A wrestling match in North England, late 1970s

 Trafford Tanzi will be performed with one intermission.

Trafford Tanzi is produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc., New York City.

The performers in this production are undergraduate students in the School of Music, Theatre & Dance. 
The designers are students and faculty in the Department of Theatre & Drama. Scenery, costumes, 
properties, sound, and lighting were realized by the students and staff of University Productions, the 
producing unit of the School of Music, Theatre & Dance. 

Latecomers will be seated at a suitable break. As a courtesy to others, please set cellular phones and 
pagers to silent mode and refrain from texting during the performance. Photography, audio 
recording and videotaping of any kind are not permitted.

TRAFFORD
TANZ I



Cast of Characters

The Referee/Doctor Grope, the psychiatrist................................................. Torrey Wigfield
Pre-Show Event.................................................... Aimee Garcia, Charlotte Vaughn Raines
Tanzi’s Mum................................................................................................Kelsey Lappa
Tanzi’s Dad.............................................................................Nicholas Strauss-Matathia
Platinum Sue............................................................................................... Erin Cousins
Dean Rebel.................................................................................................. Louis Marino
Trafford Tanzi.........................................................................................Arielle Goldman
Musician......................................................................................................Carlos Valdes

UNDERSTUDIES
Understudies never substitute for listed performers unless an announcement is made at the time of the performance.

Trafford Tanzi — Aimee Garcia, Tanzi’s Mum/Platinum Sue — Charlotte Vaughn Raines

From the Director

In Lancaster, England, in the seventies, I was a teenage actor in the Duke’s Playhouse 
Youth Theatre. We met every Sunday and played for 3 hours. We rehearsed plays, we did 
exercises, we devised original material and once in a while were invited to participate in 
a main stage professional production. I was in the chorus of the Christmas pantomime 
one year: Aladdin. Aladdin was played, if I remember rightly, by Fiona Victory and a 
comic duo by Harriet Walter (recently here playing Cleopatra with the RSC) and Noreen 
Kershaw. After I left for University I lost track of some of the actors from my home town 
but Noreen popped up again on my radar screen in 1980 when I heard from an old friend 
of this play being produced in Manchester with wrestling and singing, with the curious 
title of Trafford Tanzi. Tanzi was to be played by Noreen.

For many years, this has been a play that I have had on my list of must-do productions. 
I am so happy to be able to do it here with these students. Claire Luckham said, “you don’t 
have to be an athlete [to do this play] but you do have to be fit and brave.”

The cast of this production has worked all semester to learn how to wrestle, coached by 
Charles Fairbanks, a graduate filmmaker in the school of Art & Design. Their dedication to 
training with Charles has been a source of pride and joy. Whatever happens with the production, 
I believe this experience will have an immeasurable impact upon them as performers.

 I am sorry that we are unable to serve pints of lager and bitter (as suggested in the 
script) to help you enjoy the full experience of Trafford Tanzi, but I think the fruits of the 
labors of the cast, designers and composer/arranger Carlos Valdes will be enough to satisfy 
your thirst for theatre.	 — Malcolm Tulip



Why Wrestling?
In the late 1970s, the Everyman Theatre implemented a new policy that would require 

their acting company to employ an equal amount of men and women. Claire Luckham was 
commissioned by the theatre to write a new play that would utilize the troupe’s increased 
female presence. In 1978, she brought them Trafford Tanzi, which uses a wrestling match 
to metaphorically describe the struggles of its working-class Mancunian heroine. In the 
1960s and 70s, women moved outside the home; and fought for their equal rights in the 
workplace, on the athletic field, and elsewhere. Women in the world of wrestling have 
had an especially difficult time finding acceptance. While fans admire male wrestlers as 
performers and their bouts are viewed as a spectacle of physical strength and athletic 
skill, the women are not treated with such respect. Oftentimes, matches featuring female 
wrestlers are intended simply to titillate the male audience. The female wrestler’s body is 
on display for audiences to objectify and ogle while the male wrestler’s body is appreciated 
for what it can do. Even when female wrestlers are taken seriously they still fail to find 
themselves in the spotlight. Women may appear in the early rounds of a tournament but 
prize fights and final matches are almost exclusively the territory of men. In the wrestling 
ring of Luckham’s play, issues of objectification and marginalization, which working 
women are forced to deal with regularly, are made especially prominent.

Luckham’s setting also underlines some of the choices working women face. 
The female wrestler may find that balancing her athletic career and her family life is 
especially difficult. Wrestling often involves months-long tours abroad. While on the 
road, a wrestler has a choice between leaving her children at home with relatives and 
carting them around from venue to venue. A female wrestler who wishes to have a 
family must either put her career on hold or sacrifice quality time with her children. To 
compete with the men, and to share in some of their glory, a female wrestler must also 
sacrifice some of her femininity. To hold power in the wrestling ring, women are often 
required to be more brutally aggressive than their male counterparts. These issues exist 
for women working in many fields. The choices faced by a female wrestler like Tanzi 
parallel the decisions of a young professional who must choose between motherhood 
and advancement, and who must choose between being likable but walked over, and 
being respected but viewed as harsh and icy.	 — Matthew Bouse, BTA 2011

This production is entered in the Kennedy Center American College 
Theater Festival (KC/ACTF). The aims of this national theater 

education program are to identify and promote quality in college-level theater productions. 
To this end, each production entered is eligible for a response by a regional KC/ACTF 
representative, and certain students are selected to participate in KC/ACTF programs 
involving awards, scholarships, and special grants for actors, playwrights, designers, and 
critics at both the regional and national levels.
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About the Authors 
Claire Luckham (Book and lyrics) was born in Kenya in 1944 and educated in boarding 
schools in Dorset & Wiltshire. She trained at the Central School of Speech & Drama as a 
stage manager and worked at Ipswich and Watford before joining RSC. Her plays include 
Scum, Yateby and the Whale, Trafford Tanzi, Fish Riding Bikes, Finishing School, Walking on 
Water, The Girls in the Pool, Moll Flanders, The Dramatic Attitudes of Miss Fanny Kemble, 
Dogspot, The Seduction of Anne Boleyn, and The Choice, for which she won the Best New 
Play Award for 1992.

Chris Monks (Music) is currently the Artistic Director of the Stephen Joseph Theatre in 
Scarborough, England. After graduating he joined The Royal Exchange Theatre Company, where 
he has composed the scores for over 50 productions. During the 1980s Chris wrote the songs for 
Trafford Tanzi, and was Musical Director on Lennon. In 1995 he directed his reworking of Gilbert 
and Sullivan’s The Mikado for The New Vic. His work at the New Vic includes: Sizwe Banzi Is 
Dead, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, Amadeus, Sweeney Todd, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
Billy Liar, Oliver! and On Golden Pond. His writing for the stage includes: Big Nose!, co-written 
with Kwame Kwei-Armah, The Bat, Beauty and the Beast, Trojan Women, and a trilogy of Mozart 
adaptations - The Magic Flute, The Marriage of Figaro, and Don Giovanni.

Carlos Valdes (Composer/Arranger/Music Director/Musician) is a junior musical theatre 
major at U-M. Credits include original music and lyrics for the StarkidPotter musical 
Me and My Dick (Basement Arts), arrangements for EGO: A Late Night R&B and Pop 
Concert (Basement Arts), bass guitarist for See Rock City (U-M SMTD), The Voices of 
Black American Musical Theatre, and with Ann Arbor supergroup The Phoniks. He 
appeared as Che in the Dept. of Musical Theatre’s recent production of Evita.

About the Cast 
Erin Cousins (Platinum Sue) junior, BFA Perf., Muskegon, MI
Arielle Goldman (Trafford Tanzi) junior, BFA Perf., Potomac, MD
Kelsey Lappa (Tanzi’s Mum) junior, BFA Perf., Alameda, CA
Louis Marino (Dean Rebel) senior, BFA Perf., Winstead, CT
Nicholas Strauss-Matathia (Tanzi’s Dad) junior, BFA Perf., Weston, CT 
Torrey Wigfield (The Referee/Grope) senior, BFA Perf., Painesville, OH
Aimee Garcia (Understudy/Pre-show Event) first-year, BFA Perf., Cumming, GA
Charlotte Vaughn Raines (Understudy/Pre-show Event) junior, BFA Perf., New York, NY



About the Artists 
Charles Fairbanks (Wrestling Coach/Choreographer) is a filmmaker and wrestler. He 
was the Nebraska state champion and a varsity grappler at Stanford before donning the 
mask of El Gato Tuerto (the One-Eyed Cat) in the rings of Mexico. He was selected by 
Werner Herzog to take part in the first Rogue Film School, and will receive his MFA in 
Art and Design from the UM in 2010. Flexing Muscles, an exhibition of his recent work, 
is showing at the 2739 Edwin gallery in Detroit through May 1.

Andrew Hill (Costume Designer) is a senior BFA candidate majoring in design and 
production concentrating in costume design and minoring in German Studies. UM: See Rock 
City; MUSKET: The Rocky Horror Show; Basement Arts: Marisol, Speech & Debate, Life’s A 
Dream, Reefer Madness. Upcoming: Pride and Prejudice, Community High School Players.

Craig Kidwell (Lighting Designer) is a senior BFA Design & Production candidate 
with a concentration in lighting design. UM: The Marriage of Figaro, Jonesin’, Ella Minnow 
Pea, Caucasian Chalk Circle, Exit the King, Far Away, Palmer Park; MUSKET: Kiss of the Spider 
Woman, Hair. Dance: Chandraghanta, Ahimsa, Nadanta Dance Company. He has worked with 
directors Robert Swedberg, Malcolm Tulip, Alex Bisker, Laura Bennett, and Scott Burkell. 

Elizabeth Lynch (Scenic Designer) is a senior BFA candidate majoring in design and 
production concentrating in scenic and lighting design. UM: Tartuffe (LD), 42nd Street 
and J.B. (asst. LD), Pride and Prejudice (asst. SD); Basement Arts: Dr. Horrible’s Sing-
Along Blog (LD); MUSKET: Hair (SD). Regional Theatre: Syringa Tree (LD), Ann Arbor 
Civic Theatre. Upcoming: Ragtime (asst. LD).

Ingrid Olson (Stage Manager) is a junior BTA candidate with a concentration in stage 
management. UM: (Re)Visionary Dances, Evita (1st ASM); Under Milk Wood (ASM). 
MUSKET: Hair (SM); Kiss of the Spider Woman, Parade (1st ASM); The Full Monty 
(ASM). Basement Arts: Donut Play (with Guns) (1st ASM).

Henry Reynolds (Sound Designer) is an Asst. Professor in the Dept. of Theatre & Drama 
and the sound engineer and information systems manager for Univ. Productions. UM: 
Sound Designer: Macbeth, Jonesin’, Pride and Prejudice, J.B., Playing for Time, The Laramie 
Project, The Rover, The Nutcracker, A Streetcar Named Desire, The Grapes of Wrath, To Kill 
a Mockingbird, Our Country’s Good, I Am A Man, Born in the R.S.A. Regional Theatre: 
Sound Design, Of Mice and Men, 2008 Fort Worth Opera Festival; Production manager, 
Ann Arbor Summer Festival, 1987 - 2001.

Malcolm Tulip (Director) is an Asst. Professor in the Dept. of Theatre & Drama and 
a graduate of L’École Jacques Lecoq. UM: All’s Well That Ends Well, Jonesin’, Tales from 
Ovid, You Can’t Take It with You, The Burial at Thebes, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
Friends, The Rover, The Diary of a Scoundrel. Regional Theatre: Directing: Amadeus, 
Retreat from Moscow, Humble Boy, Threepenny Opera, Art, Elizabeth Rex, The Caretaker, 
The Merry Wives of Windsor, MI Shakespeare Festival, Iowa State Univ. Acting: Rosencrantz 
and Guildenstern are Dead, Amadeus, I Am My Own Wife, Blithe Spirit.



Staff for Trafford Tanzi

SCHOOL OF MUSIC, THEATRE & DANCE
Dean..........................................................Christopher Kendall

DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE & DRAMA
Chair........................................................................ Greg Poggi
Department Administrator.........................Bonnie Kerschbaum
Student Services.............................................Becky Seauvageau
Admin. Assistant..............................................Rosalind Martin
Performance....................Erik Fredricksen, Sarah-Jane Gwillim,

Philip Kerr, Annette Masson, Janet Maylie,
John Neville-Andrews, Jerry Schwiebert, Malcolm Tulip

Arts Mgmt.............Jeffrey Kuras, Greg Poggi, Kerianne M. Tupac
Design/Production.....................Toni Y. Auletti, George Bacon,

Mark Allen Berg, Gary Decker, Douglas Edwards,
Jessica Hahn, Richard W. Lindsay, Jr., Vincent Mountain,

Rob Murphy, Christianne Myers, Henry Reynolds,
Arthur Ridley, Nancy Uffner

Theatre Studies/Playwriting.......................... Glenda Dickerson,
Mbala Nkanga, OyamO, E.J. Westlake, Leigh Woods

Professors Emeriti......................... Jack E. Bender, Alan Billings,
John Russell Brown, Peter W. Ferran, Zelma Weisfeld

UNIVERSITY PRODUCTIONS
Director.................................................................Jeffrey Kuras
Department Administrator.............................. Fatima Abdullah
Office Assistant III/Usher Coordinator..................Shelda Smith
Marketing & Communications Dir............. Kerianne M. Tupac
Graphic Design.......................................................David Zinn
Photographer..................................... Peter Smith Photography
Information Systems Manager..........................Henry Reynolds
Facilities Manager.................................................Shannon Rice
House Manager............................................. Dianne Widzinski
Senior Backstage Operations Mgr...........................Barry LaRue
Backstage Operations Mgrs..........Mark Gordon, David Pickell, 
	 Kurt Thoma, Donald C. Watkins
Administrative Office Assistants..............  Elyse Asimakopoulos,
	 Pauline Hagedorn, Matt Hollock, 
	 Brennan Madden, Erin McElwain
Theatre 386.............................. Matthew Bouse, Lara Espinoza, 
	 Patrick Fromuth, Kathryn Pamula

PRODUCTION STAFF
Production Manager......................................Amanda Mengden
Production Stage Manager...................................Nancy Uffner
Production Office Assistants..... Mitchell B. Hodges, Bianca Lee, 
	 Brandon Penberton, Elise Wooten
Technical Director (Power)............................. Douglas Edwards
Master Carpenter (Power)..................................Michael Braico
Carpenter (Power).......................................... Brandon Carruth
Technical Director (Walgreen)................Richard W. Lindsay, Jr.
Carpenter (Walgreen) ....................................... Robert Michael
Charge Scenic Artist............................................Toni Y. Auletti
Scenic Artist......................................................Beth Sandmaier

Properties Master.................................................Arthur Ridley
Asst. Properties Master.........................................Patrick Drone
Properties Artisan..............................................Michelle Bisbee
Master Electrician............................................Mark Allen Berg
Sound Engineers........................Roger Arnett, Henry Reynolds
Costume Shop Manager.................................... Lynn Holbrook
Assoc. Costume Shop Manager........................... George Bacon
Cutter/Drapers............................................Virginia R. Luedke, 
	 Lea M. Morello, T J Williamson
Crafts Artisan............................................Elizabeth Gunderson
Costume Stock Administrator............................... Renae Skoog

PRODUCTION CREW
First Asst. Stage Manager................................. Amalea Chininis
Asst. Stage Managers.....................Gee Hoon Lim, Eli Schlatter
Fight Captain....................................................Torrey Wigfield
Asst. Director...........................................Porscha Kazmiersczak
Asst. Sound Designers............... Mike Buratto, Kevin DeKimpe
Dramaturg........................................................Matthew Bouse
Scenery (Walgreen)................Brittany Cooper, Kendall Dorie*, 
	 Aimée Garcia, Elisabeth Griebel, Edward Hanlon, 
	 Carolyn Lusch, Laura Reed, Bethany Rickwald, Eli Schlatter, 
	 Pauline Shammami, Daniel Silverman,  students of Theatre 250
Paint.......... Richard Grasso, Gee Hoon Lim*, Adam McCarthy, 
	 Alicia Moore, Carolyn Reich, Laura Riggins,
	 Dan Rubens, Nicholas Ward, students of Theatre 250
Props..............Rachael Albert, Daniel Belnavis, Michelle Bryan, 
	 Kathleen Eberts, Erik Heitz, Tyler Jones, Catherine Keys, 
	 Louis King, Trevor St. John-Gilbert, students of Theatre 250
Lighting...Mary Blake-Booth, Matthew Bouse, Michelle Bryan, 
	 Andrew Burkhardt, Laura Cohen, Nathan Daly, 
	 Geoffrey Gilbert, Brandon Grimes, Alexander Hartley, 
	 Kimberly Hunter, Aaron Johnson, Craig Kidwell, 
	 Elizabeth Lynch, Charles Malott, Adam McCarthy, 
	 Michael Michelon, Tess Nugent, Sarah Petty, 
	 Amanda Rutishauser, Trevor St. John-Gilbert, 
	 William Welch, students of Theatre 250
Sound.............................................................. Hannah Liberty 
Professional Stitchers.....Patty Branam, Betsy Jo, Laura Kantner, 
	 Rene Plante, Suzanne Young
Costumes.......... Jenna Bertke, Joshua Beurer, Amalea Chininis, 
	 Corey Davis, Kevin Hegmann, Laura Irion, 
	 Shawn McCulloch, Lana McKinnon, Bernadette Preger, 
	 Katelyn Rouse, Ben Stange, Emily Stromberg, 
	 Torrey Wigfield, students of Theatre 250 & 252

RUNNING CREW
Props........................................................................Derek Tran
Light Board Operator..........................................Rachael Albert
Electrics.....................................................................................
Sound................................................................. Jasmine Carey
Wardrobe.........................................Carrie Fisk, Katelyn Rouse

* Practicum Student



U-M Friends of Theatre & Drama Annual Gifts from 
July 1, 2008 - March 4, 2010

Gifts provide scholarship support, bring in guest artists, and 
create important performance opportunities for students.

ARCHANGEL - Gifts of $1,000 & above
Anonymous
Richard & Mona Alonzo 
P. LaMont & JoAnn King Okey 
Judith & Donald Rumelhart 
Stephen S. Stanton Estate
Harry A. & Margaret D. Towsley Foundation
Dr. Howard Paul Travis
 
ANGEL - Gifts of $500-$999
Herbert & Carol Amster
Ralph P. Beebe
Howard Don Cameron 
Anne & Jim Duderstadt 
Jill & Jim Gabbe 
Barbara Galvin
Rose & John Henderson 
John & Gretchen Neal Jackson 
Alan & Jean Krisch 
Dr. & Mrs. Edwin Marcus
Gregory & Allison Poggi 
Prue & Ami Rosenthal 
Stuart Erwin Sacks
Dr. William W. Taylor
Michael Shoemaker Wright III
 
PRODUCER - Gifts of $250-$499
William & Ilene Birge 
Janet & Erik Fredricksen 
Janet & David Fritsch 
Charlotte Hanson
Lockheed Martin Corporation
Mary & Chandler Matthews 
Peggy McCracken & Douglas Anderson 
Dr. & Mrs. James McNamara, Jr. 
Clifford G. & Ingrid B. Sheldon 
George W. & Mary Tewksbury 
Brent Wagner
Jack & Jerry Weidenbach
Zelma H. Weisfeld
Marina & Bob Whitman 

DIRECTOR - Gifts of $150-$249
Daniel & Barbara Balbach 
Joan A. Binkow 

Jill Chukerman Test & Thomas Test 
Dr. & Mrs. David J. Herzig 
Martha F. B. Lytton Cobbold
Diane Kirkpatrick
Joseph A. Placek
Dr. Royal A. Ward
 
STAR - Gifts of $100-$149
Tim & Leah Adams 
Alcoa Foundation
American International Group
Robert E. Ankrom
Eric & Doris Billes 
Dr. Kathleen F. Conlin
Hal Cooper
Marilyn Friedman
Tara M. Gillespie
Irita & Robert Grierson 
Norman G. & Deborah S. Herbert
Albert & Jolene Hermalin 
Marie & Thomas Jarboe
Charles A. Kelly
Dr. Marvin M. Kirsh
Dr. Kathryn Louise Long
Stephanie J. MacKinney
Shelley MacMillan & Gary Decker 
Philip C. & Lynn C. Metzger 
Walter Mugdan & Vivienne Lenk 
Robert & Zibby O’Neal
Colin & Nancy Oatley 
P & G Fund
James J. Piper
John Romani & Barbara Anderson 
Bonnie R. Schafer
Maureen Schafer & David Klerkx 
Kim & Fay Sebaly
Harriet C. Selin
Dr. & Mrs. Eugene M. Silverman 
Nancy & James White
J. Norman & Dorothy Wilkinson 
James & Gladys Young
 
CAST MEMBER - Gifts of $50-$99
Dr. & Mrs. James W. Albers 
John D. & Nancy Webb Babington 



For online giving, visit www.giving.umich.edu, e-mail Anna Sampson at asamps@umich.edu or call 734-763-9769
School of Music, Theatre & Dance • Development Office • 2005 Baits Drive • Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2075

I want to support the Dept. of Theatre & Drama with a gift to the:
	 ❏ Friends of Theatre & Drama (364139) 
	 ❏ Friends of Theatre & Drama Endowment (796749)
In the amount of: 	 ❏ $1,000	 ❏ $500	 ❏ $250	 ❏ $100	 ❏ Other_______

EID AGOP BVX10 MUSS Code: (364139/796749)

❏	 Enclosed is my employer (or my spouse’s) matching gift form.
❏	 My check is made payable to the University of Michigan.
❏	 Charge my gift to	 ❏ VISA	 ❏ Master Card	 ❏ Discover	 ❏ Amer. Exp.

Acct. #:_________________________________________	 Exp. Date:_ ________________

Signature_________________________________________________________________

Name	 __________________________________________________________________

Address	__________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: ( )_ _____________________ E-mail:	 _ ____________________________

Frank & Valerie Bernacki 
Steven F. Best
Richard & Ann Burke 
Justin & Sallie Cepelak 
Marylee Dalton
Elizabeth B. Dexter 
Lillian G. Drury
Edison International
Dr. & Mrs. James Frounfelter
Janice R. Geddes
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas D. Gelehrter
Joyce & Steve Gerber
J. Martin Gillespie, Jr.
Susan Gratch & Patrick Gleason 
Edward & Mona Goldman
Robert A. Green, M.D.
Don Haefner & Cynthia Stewart 
Jessica M. Hahn
Hansen Marketing Services Inc.
Erich J. Jungwirth
Bonnie S. Kerschbaum
Mary & John Knox
Sharon & Erich Krumrei 
Jerold & Judith Lax 
Max Lepler & Rex L. Dotson 
Paul & Brigitte Maassen 
Melvin & Jean Manis 
Bill & Diana Pratt
Robert & Denise Richter 
Dylan M. Saunders
Virginia & Eric Stein 

Charlotte B. Sundelson 
Virginia O. Vass
Joseph C. Walters
Carl & Beth Williams 
Kyle Wilson
Leigh A. Woods
Pamela & Nathan Zauel
Wanda E. Zissis

UNDERSTUDY - Gifts under $50
Elizabeth S. Bishop
Jonathan W. & Gertrude Bulkley 
Eunice L. Burns
Suzy & Niels Engleberg
Janice R. Geddes
Mary Sue Grant
Kirk A. Haas
Elaine M. Kaiser
Marvin M. Kirsh
Mike & Pam McCarthy 
Janis A. McDowell
John E. Rhinehart
Anna Sampson & Daniel Herbert 
Catherine & Clarence Stephenson
Dr. & Mrs. Jeoffrey K. Stross



collaborate.
where excellence comes to

Superior conservatory training at a world-class research 
university. Prestigious, resident faculty and exceptional 
student talent. It’s all here: www.music.umich.edu
Stage management majors run the show backstage during The Marriage of Figaro


